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News Story on West Nile Virus
The article “New Evidence of Brian damage from West Nile Virus, Scientists Say” is authored by Lena H. Sun and published on November 7, 2017, by the Washington Post Magazine. 
Who: According to the article, the virus is believed to affect people’s neurological systems such as memory when it attacks the brain or spinal cord. As Sun (2017) explains, about 20% of the people infected with the West Nile virus will develop fever, but less than 1% of the victims develop inflammation of the brain. 
What: The article discusses the causes of West Nile virus and how affects people. According to the Sun (2017), researchers have found physical evidence of brain damage in patients many years after infection of West Nile virus. 
When: Sun (2017) explains that the research conducted at Baylor was carried out in ten years, between 2002 and 2012. The study involved 262 patients who were infected by West Nile virus. According to Sun (2017), this is one of the largest assessment studies that have examined the long-term health problems caused by West Nile infections. 
Why: The study aimed at expanding understanding of what health effects West Nil virus has on the human body and how it can be prevented. As Sun (2017) explains in the article, researchers said that they hope that this new information from their findings will promote the development of a vaccine to the virus. Further, since the government through the CDC, has invested on the research on West Nile virus when it first emerged in 1999 in the United States, this study would help towards finding a solution to the health problems caused by the virus (Sun, 2017).
How: As Sun (2017) explains, of all the 262 patients, 117 of them were tested more extensively through an MRI scan of the brain. This revealed the effects of the virus on the neurological system; for instance, most of the physical problems were associated with body weakness, abnormal reflexes, and tremors (Sun, 2017).  
The impact of this news story on public health is that it helps in understanding the symptoms and signs of the West Nile virus, which can assist in controlling it when there is an outbreak. Apart from conducting the brain MRI scan, Sun (2017) explains that another way to measure the problems associated with this virus is to ask patients “how they feel or what activities they are able to perform” (p. 12). Therefore, the findings of this study can be crucial in identifying the development of the virus in the early stages; thus, controlling it before it damages the individual’s health.
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